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ISAF Nations Cup / Olympic Qualification 

A submission from the Royal Netherlands Yachting Union 

PROPOSAL: 
ISAF should add the ISAF Nations Cup to its ISAF events programme and activate its 
decision to reinstate the ISAF Nations Cup.  The event will be run every other year, and 
the finals in the year prior to the Olympics will be Olympic Qualification with six or eight 
teams entering the Olympics.  The event will be a best of five knock out series with 15 
nations and the host nation entered.  The 15 teams qualify through six regional 
qualifiers for which each nation can qualify one team through its National 
Championship. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
It appears that ISAF decided to reintroduce the ISAF Nations Cup, but no further action 
was taken (Regulations 17 and 18 make no mention of the ISAF Nations Cup). 

REASON: 
1. Match racing is the only discipline that can be sailed worldwide regardless of 

equipment. 
2. Match racing is easy to follow for the public. 
3. Match racing is media friendly. 
4. The format of a knock out competition with best of five makes the competition 

less expensive as fewer boats and umpires are needed.  Additionally it makes it 
easier to follow.  

5. The popularity of match racing was proven with the first ISAF Nations Cup when 
over 60 nations participated and each nation was allowed one entry to avoid the 
criticism of a closed circuit. 

6. The current double round robin system is very expensive and time consuming.  
Many boats and umpires are needed and the competition takes many hours.  
Surprises will hardly ever take place and the competition gets more and more a 
closed circuit.  A knock out competition takes less time, less boats, fewer 
umpires.  It is easier to follow and there will be a better chance for surprise 
winners, which will encourage and promote the sport. 


